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Imphal, Dec 24: Chief
Minister Okram Ibobi

UNC rolls heads over liftingA

of economic Blockade

IT News some frustrated leaders of theMeanwhile, a team of UNC ha|
Imphal, Dec. 24: Members of Naga body decried the idea ofreportedly left Senapati fo
the United Naga Council lifting the blockade as soon Dimapur to discuss th
(UNC) have rolled heads overof the demand made by themprevailing situation with thei
lifting of 53 days long has been considered. Theparent body
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d |mphal, Dec. 24: Chief ofArmy

rmy Chief Dalbir Singh reviews
security situation in Manipur

duties in ensuring smoothfacing an  extremely
flow of traffic on roads despite distressing economic
General Dalbir Singh repeated requests. situation because of the

arrived in Manipur capital Home Minister Rajnath Singh continuous blockade of
Imphal on Saturday to review also asked Nagaland ChiefNational Highway-2.
the security situation in the Minister T R Zeliang to The blockade in the state was

greets the people of th
state on occasion of th
Christmas day In his

<]
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indefinite economic blockade UNC has been demandingWith the 1" Manipur
from both the National rolls back of the new district Legislative  Assembly
Highways which connect the creations and release of theElection knocking at the dog
message, the Chief Mainland Indiawith Manipur two UNC leaders without the BJP ruled central govt.

Minister wish the people ta A Highly reliable source said condition. unlikely to miss an

listen and take the message that pressure to lift the blockadeOn the proposal for release ofopportunity to main the heal
of Christmas with utmosi
seriousness, shu
involvement of oneself in
any manner of evil activit
and involve oneself in the

wake of a blockade imposed byensure there is no disturbancennounced by the UNC after
the United Naga Council in the movement of vehiclesthe Manipur Government
I (UNC). passing through his state, aslecided to upgrade the Sadar
SGeneral Singh will also visit there have been reports of theHills and Jiribam areas to full-
Assam to review the securityNaga Students Federatiorfledged districts. Following
* blo tsituation there. calling for a blockade of the state governmerst’
by Union Home Ministry the two UNC leader who are of the people of the state Meanwhile, acurfewfromLamlong vehicles in Nagaland. decision on November 1, UNC
through its parent body thein police custody without any which will be heart breaking Bridge to Pangei area has beein a stern message to Manipumilitants blocked the Imphal-
NSCN-IM, has left with no condition, some leaders ofto the UNC. relaxed from 6 a.m.to 5 p.m. Chief Minister O Ibobi Singh, Dimapur and the Imphal-
choice withthe UNC buttofind UNC argued that their Meanwhile Congress ruled union Minister of State for Rajnath said the state isJiribam highways indefinitely
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work of spreading peace in
the state. Okram Ibobi alsp
appealed to all concerned
organisation to abandop
the path of violence so that
every family may enjoy|
Christma in the spirit of|
happiness and joy

a reasonable may to lift thedemands has nothing to dostate govt. is getting bonu
blockade as soon as possiblevith the release of the two with its stand against UNQ
the UNC functionaries are functionaries. They stand Skipping UNC gave maximuny
looking forward to lift the firms on their demands for roll opportunity to the party tha
blockade as Christmas gift, theback of the decision of now it stopped worrying
source added. creating 7 new administrative about coming back to powe
The source also added thatistricts. for another 5 years.

AMWJU urges Union Minister Rajnat

t

SHomeAffairs Kiren Rijiju had

on Friday visited Manipur td
take stock of the situation an|
asked the state government
step up its efforts in restorin:

I normalcy

Earlier, expressing concer
over the long blockade of
ighway connecting Manipur|
he Home Ministry on|

IGAR (S) greets on Christmas

dIT News

tomphal, Dec 24: Major
g GeneraVirendra SinghySM,
Inspector Generahssam
NRifles (South) andll Ranks

festival will herald an era of
progress and prosperity in the
region and promote unity
integrity and peaceful
coexistence of all communities

aof Assam Rifles extend warmin the state. He also wishes
greetings and best wishes tdhe festival to bring joy
the people of Manipur on thehappiness and prosperity in

Postal Service to . Thursday rapped the stateauspicious occasion ofthe region by bringing people

hold DalAdalat to end the economic bIOCkade government for “failing” to| Christmas. IGAR (South) of all communities of Manipur
[0} al alal T News discharge its “constitutionall expresses hope that theogether

IT News

Imphal, Dec 24: Director
Postal Service, Manipu
Division, Imphal is
organising DakAdalat on
December 27 at 1 pmin its
office premises located at
imphal head Post office,
Babupara.
Customers and wel
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Imphal, Dec 24: A delegation
of the All Manipur Working
Journalists’ Union (AMWJU)
today met the union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh and
urged him to wipe out the ﬁ
suffering of the various L.
communities in the state due toMinister Rajnath asked themBesides the team will also me
the ongoing economic whether the economicthe DoNER Minister Dr
blockade called by the United blockade is still underwayde Jitendra to apprise him issu

.
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Health sector in Manipur transformed significantly

DIPR
Imphal, Dec. 24, 2016:

Manipur has witnessed aUkhrul,

necessary infrastructures(EWS). 75 out of 85 PHCs and
and staff were inaugurated at7 PHSCs were made into 24X7

Senapati,

delivery centres. 102 (One-

drastic change in its healthChurachandpurBishnupur Zero-Two) Call Centre dial-up

etsector in the last 15 years. ThelThoubal

and

nearing ambulance facility have been

government has been wisecompletion in the case of made functional too.

esenough to know that healthChandel and@amenglong. In On the other hand, health

wishers of the department
of post can put up their
grievances regarding any
section of the Postal

Naga Council. also stated thdaMWJU that relating to JournalistVelfare
AMWJU President everything that could be doneActivities.
Wangkhemcha Shamjai, from the side of the Union On the other hand thVIWJU

sector should be given utmostiotal, 13 Community Health indicators saw a significant
priority and over Rs 800 CroresCentres (CHCs), 63 Primaryimprovement in the last 15
was invested during this Health Centres (PHCs), 336years. Infant Mortality Rate

department.

A Statement b
Superintendent of Post
Office Manipur said that
the staffs of the departmer
will try their level best to
resolve their issue and the
suggestions would be
received with a view tq
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General Secretary Jit Ningomba,government has been done bgtatement stated that t
Vice presidentAsem Bhakta assuring all possible help to theAMWJU team also me
and Executive member Sunzustate government. He also saignembers of the UNC. During th
Bachaspatimayum today metthat even the Union Minister meeting the UNC tean
the Union Home Minister at his of Sate for Homéffairs Kiren  expressed its concerned ab
residence aAkbar Road New Rijiju had been sent and tothe suffering of the commol
Delhi at 9.30 am. The team Manipur to take stock of the people due to the econom|
deliberated the Union Home situation beside writing letters blockade, however the UN
Minister about the suffering of to the CMs officially to contain said that the Government

e 4%

cthe n
conly.

eperiod.
The state has invested aroundPHSCs )and 343 staff years, has now been reduced

Domestic Product (GSDP) constructed so far
uannually in public health Moreoverthe Governmentof from 76.2 to 93.1 %. Number
n expenditure, as compared tandia-initiative National

Primary Health Sub-Centre (IMR), which was 29 before 15

of the Gross Statequarters have beento 11; and immunization

coverage increased by 17 %

of Doctors in Position
ational average of 1.8%Health Mission is being increased from 615 to 1068.
Health sector was successfully implemented in The HIV menace in the state,

fimproved considerably in both the state with about 2000too, witnessed sharp decline.

the people arisen out of thethe ongoing blockade. Manipur did not accepted th
prolonged economic blockade The AMWJU team had also proposal of the UNC to hol
by UNC. A statement of the seek appointment to meet thedialogue to end the ongoin
AMWJU said that Union Home prime Minister Narendra Modi. blockade.

e hills and valley areas alike, andtrained staff supplementing During this period, the HIV
hospitals in remote hill areashealth efforts of the state Sero Positivity Rate reduced
ggot a major makeoveNew government. drastically by 94 %. This rate,
hospital buildings with all In a very laudable effort, the in the case of pregnant

establish bette
relationship between th
Postal Department and i
customers.
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Imphal Timeswill not have
its publication on Dec. 25,
2016 on occassion of
Christmas celebration. We
in the Imphal Times wish
all our well wishers and
patrons warm and joyous
Christmas. May you all
have a peaceful and
meaningful life with the
coming of the Christmas
Day. We also pray all
community to restore the
peaceful co-existence in
the comning day.

P . N . Government of Manipur has women, also reduced by 91%.
Civil society call for ending economic blockade - .

established Jawaharlal NehruSignificant number for various

Institute of Medical Sciences posts of health sector were
ANI Joint Forum for Peace (JFP). Keishampat Leimajam Leikai and the counter economjc(JNIMS), the first state-run created and recruitedit
Imphal, Dec. 24:Taking Meanwhile UCM president and marched towards theblockade in view of the extrememedical institute, with an present, the State has over
serious note of the restiveElangbam Johnson, who ischief ministets office to misery endured by all sectionsintake of 100 MBBS seats. 1700 MBBS doctors, including
situation unfolding in the also the convenor of the Jointsubmit a memorandum. Theof people and the volatilg Also, a BSc Nursing College 265-plus PG Holders and 350-
Manipur due to the United Forum for Peace, has rejectedally was stopped by a teamsituation unfolding in the state was established. plus Clinical Specialistélso,
Naga Councils (UNC) awild allegation made by theof police personnel aton account of the economjcPublic-private partnership in adequate number of nursing
indefinite economic blockade, UNC. Nityaipat Chuthek from where blockade. health sector was madeand para-medical staff have
a joint meeting of several civil Representative of civil society a few selected representative¥he central government andeffective and hence, resultedbeen recruited and deployed.
society organisations based irorganisations held a meetingwere taken to the chiefthe state government must putn significant development of The number cANM/FHW in
the hill districts and valley atKeishampat Leimajam Leikai ministers  office  for inall efforts to resolve the issueShija Hospital, Sky Hospital, position increased from 412 to
districts of the state was held. Community Hall, and submission of the of economic blockade at theJeevan Hospital and Christian543; while Dental Surgeons in
The joint meeting, held at thedeliberated at length on thememorandum. earliest, reads the seconddospital.  With this Position saw 140% increase
Lamphelpat office of United untold suffering being During the meeting, a numberresolution. partnership, these hospitalsfrom 37 to 8Rllocation of the
Committee Manipur (UCM) endured by the people ofof resolutions were adoptedThe meeting also agreed thagare now charging less fees oHealth Plan Budget from the
onThursdaywas attended by Manipur on account of the unanimously The first all CSOs of both the hills and providing free service to total Plan Outlay was increased
representatives of 26 differentindefinite economic blockade. resolution said that the forumvalley should work together to those patients under Belowfrom 2.8 % to 7%, whichis much
CSOs met and formed a forumAfter the public meeting rally would appeal to all concernedresolve the existing issues and®overty Line (BPL) and higher than national average,
which has been christenedvas taken out from the to lift the economic blockade restore normalcy in the state. EconomicalljWeaker Section during these last 15 years.

Respecting federalism or intentionally ignoring facts?

By: Rupamala Yambem years, people of the state has been facing serious probtenthe court of the state government then the result of the
If one carefully listen to what Union Home Minister of Statdue to certain dictate by the NSCN-IM. State governmempcoming Manipur Legislativédssembly Election will
Kiren Rijiju had stated yesterday regarding the existenceagfency had perfect knowledge of how the NSCN-IM authoritigefinitely be against the party which he belongs to.
NSCN-IM camp here in the soil of Manipiris easy to guess are taking their share from any contract works if taken up@n the other hand the silence of the state government
that either the state government or the Union governmentigl districts where the NSCN-IM cadres are activeauthority to the statement of Union Home Minister of State
befooling the people of the state. Transporters had many times produced slips which showado spelled out some ugly truth to the part of the government.
Rijiju had stated that the Union government had no knowledy&CN-IM collecting illegal taxes. Recentip the wake of the The Union Minister of State had rightly stated that India follow
about any illegal activities carried out by NSCN-IM in theolitical differences and the simultaneous act of the grotige doctrine of federalism and while respecting the federal
state of Manipur as the state government has not infornteaing political differences at Hill district, photos of NSCNstructure of the Indian Constitution the central government
about any such matter to the Union government. His statemidhicadres openly conducting duty amidst the general publias no right to interfere the state problem. One thing need to be
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government has not informed any such illegal acts of NSChbt informed to the central government authority then tliethe state government desires. This meant the state
IM to the Union government he definitely meant that stagtate government has every reason to be blamed. Had it bg@rernment is intentionally trying all its effort to throw the BJP
government is not rendering its service if in case any unwantaee that the central Government has no knowledge of amfiich is in government in center by not showing its sincerity
activities are carried out by NSCN-IM here in the soil dflegal act committed, then we the people of the state haeethem. Why couldn't it present all the information that is
Manipur. every right to dethrone the Okram Ibobi Singh led Congresseded to them when it comes about illegal activities committed
Perhaps, the Union Minister of state was trying to unfold tiparty from the soil of Manipur by the NSCN-IM. Something seems not going right. The ugly
game being played by the state government. Over the m&uy if Mr. Home Minister of &te was trying to throw the ball truth is going to make the people pay in the coming days.




